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                       August 8, 2003

Protestors detained after illegal entry
YONGSAN ARMY GARRISON, Korea - Approximately 12 Korean citizens were apprehended and turned over to the Korean National Police after they illegally entered the Rodriquez Range Complex and climbed on top of an Army tracked vehicle Thursday.

Entering an installation where live fire weapons are used and armored vehicles are actively training is extremely dangerous.  This type of activity can result in severe injury and loss of life to the individuals protesting, as well as to the soldiers performing necessary training as part of the ROK-US alliance.

The safety of the public on and around our military installations and vehicles is paramount, and illegal entry onto military installations and onto vehicles denies us the ability to protect the public from hazards associated with training.

“It is unfortunate that U.S. soldiers who are conducting high levels of training to defend the Republic of Korea are disrupted by a student radical group,” said Lt. Gen. Charles C. Campbell, commanding general, 8th U.S. Army.

The right to demonstrate and voice differing opinions was given to this and previous generations by veterans from the Republic of Korea, United States and 19 other countries who fought and, in many cases, gave the ultimate sacrifice to ensure future generations remained free and had the rights they do today.  

8th U.S. Army strongly supports the right to peaceably assemble, the right to free speech and the right to express differing opinions, yet does not condone illegal entry into military installations or violent actions.  

We expect the Korean authorities to prosecute those who break their laws to the fullest extent possible.
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