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Release No. 03-04-04

 

RELOCATION OF YONGSAN GARRISON 
SEOUL, Republic of Korea (USFK) April 12, 2003 – The Korea Times published an inaccurate article  in their Saturday edition relating to the Future of the Alliance Policy Initiative meetings that were held in Seoul April 8-9.  This inaccurate article speculates on potential changes in the future size and location of USFK with an implied conclusion that any change in USFK would weaken U.S. commitment to deterrence and security on the peninsula.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  In fact, the first step ROK and U.S. officials focused on was how best to enhance alliance capabilities and deterrence.  Both sides agreed that we are committed to a future-oriented Alliance and developing 21st century security capabilities.  For example, in addition to the substantial enhancements in ROK military capability such as the purchase of KF-15s and new destroyers, the U.S. identified many specific and substantial current and future U.S. capability improvements that will significantly enhance security on the peninsula and in the region.   In fact, how best to enhance deterrent capabilities for peninsula security was the predominant and underlying theme of the Future of the Alliance discussions.

The inaccurate Korea Times article reports that USFK would complete the transfer of Military Headquarters from Yongsan Garrison to Osan Air Base within the next year.  This is wrong.  The ROK and U.S. governments agreed at the meetings that USFK units on Yongsan Garrison would be relocated as soon as possible.  Numerous options for locating the many units on Yongsan are being studied; however, specific locations or timelines have not been finalized.  It is too early in the process to speculate on where and when all of the many different USFK units located on Yongsan Garrison will be relocated.

Secondly, the inaccurate Korea Times article reported that the 2nd Infantry Division would be relocated and reduced in size.  Again, it is too early in the consultative process for anyone to speculate on the future shape and alignment of US forces.  The ROK and U.S. officials agreed that any changes in US and ROK force posture would enhance deterrence.  They further agreed to consolidate the USFK base structure in order to preserve an enduring stationing environment for U.S. forces and to consult closely on the timing of the overall base alignment process.  ROK and U.S. officials also agreed on the need to adapt the Alliance to a new global security environment, the need for both countries to invest in an enduring alliance, and that the ROK-U.S. alliance must be developed in ways that best contribute to security on the Peninsula and regional stability.
Inaccurate articles that imply that future changes in USFK would weaken U.S. commitment to deterrence and security on the peninsula are simply wrong.  The U.S. is committed to the Mutual Defense Treaty, it is committed to an enduring ROK-U.S. alliance, it is committed to providing enhanced capabilities for Peninsula and regional security, it is committed to transformation of the combined ROK-US forces, and it is committed to invest its most precious resource, its young men and women who serve so far away from home, to ensure security for the Republic of Korea.
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